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he LBA Newsletter
was initiated in 2011,
in order to share news and
research coming out of the
Lab of Biological Anthropology. The first issue described
the 1st International Conference on Human Migration, a
meeting which eventually led
to the publication of Causes
and Consequences of Human
Migration: An Evolutionary Perspective, and collaborations
with researchers from the
Max Planck Institute in Leipzig
and the Geogenetics Center at
the University of Copenhagen.
This conference also influenced the development of a
focus on Human Migration at

2 0 1 5

KU, and a lecture series
on Human Migration that
began in 2013.
Since the first newsletter,
the LBA has graduated 3
Masters students and 6
Doctoral students, who have
gone on to postdoctoral and
professorship positions at the
University of North Carolina,
the Mayo Clinic, the University
of Costa Rica, and Kuwait University. The LBA has also hosted three visiting scholars, James
Timbuak from the Department
of Anatomy, Ahmadu Bello University in Zaria, Nigeria, Mirna
Ochoa from the Polytechnical
University of San Pedro Zaca-

Lippincott in the spring

tenco, Mexico, and this year we
are welcoming her advisor Dr.
Lourdes Muñoz.
We look forward to what is in
the future for the LBA over the
next few years. Thank you to
everyone that helped to contribute to this issue, and especially to
Dr. Crawford who, has always
given his support.

40th Anniversary of the Founding of the Laboratory of
Biological Anthropology (LBA): A History
By Michael Crawford

In 1975, Vice Chancellor Bill
Argersinger established the
Laboratory of Biological Anthropology in the north wing
of Twente Hall (former student hospital) under the auspices of the Graduate School
and Research Sector. This
building contained a blood
chemistry laboratory, leadlined X-ray rooms and former hospital rooms that
could be used as offices. The
need for the labs was stimulated by the receipt of four
NIH grants, an NSF grant, a

Department of Education
grant, plus a 5-year PHS Career Development Award.
The funded projects included:
(1) US Office of Education
grant on environmental influences on learning in an African-American community; (2)
National Institute of Dental
Research grant on “dental
evolution of transplanted
Mexican populations”; (3)
National Science Foundation
grant focused on genetic micro-differentiation of indigenous populations of North-

eastern Siberia and northwestern Alaska; (4) National
Institute of Aging (NIA) grant
“Development of methods
for the study of aging; (5)
NIA 3-year grant “Aging
among Mennonites of Kansas
and Nebraska”; (6) National
Cancer Institute contract
“Genetic study of leukemia in
a baboon sib-ship of Sukhumi,
Abkhasia” (7) PHS Career
Development Award for a 5year study of genetic analyses
of dentition in Eskimo and
(Continued on page 4)
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Genographic Project 2.0

T

Dr. Crawford in
False Pass, Alaska
with research assistants Mark
(Zlojutro) Kos and
Liza Mack.

“NIH plans to
identify whole
genome sequences
on a set of deidentified DNA
samples from
volunteers who
have been
participating in the
biological aging
study in Kansas
Mennonites during
the last 36 years.”

he National Geographic Society
has funded a project,
“Causes and Evolutionary
Consequences of Migration into the Aleutian
Islands.” This research
program can be traced
back to a collaborative
project
on
the
“Molecular Perspectives
on Aleut Origins,” funded by two NSF grants
from 1999 to 2007.
These grants supported
the sampling of the contemporary populations
from all of the islands of the
Aleutian Archipelago inhabited by Native Americans.
Professor O’Rourke led the

Russian or west European.
University of Utah team in
the reconstruction of the
westward migration of the
Aleuts. Archaeological information was provided by Dr.
Dixie West, who excavated
a number of sites in the
western islands. This study
revealed that: (1) the contemporary genetic structure
resulted from east to west
migration through the Aleutian Islands and is preserved
in the maternal lineages by
the observed mitochondrial
DNA variation. (2) only 15%
of the non- recombining Y
(NRY) chromosomes are of
Siberian origin, while 85% of
the Y-chromosomes are of

This National Geographic
project provides support
for the application of more
informative DNA analyses,
namely 150,000 single nucleotide polymorphisms
(SNPs) analyzed in eleven
Aleut islands. We plan to
collect additional samples
from the Aleutian Islands
plus analyze the original
data set (circa 300 Aleuts,
plus Russian migrants and
indigenous samples from
Kamchatka, Russia) with
SNPs as well as uniparental
markers--mtDNA and
NRY.

Collaboration with NIH
By Michael Crawford

A

n agreement has
been reached between the Human Genetics
Branch of National Institutes of Health and the Laboratory of Biological Anthropology for collaboration
on the whole genomic sequencing (WGS) of Mennonite populations. The
Chief of Genetics, Dr. Francis McMahon, visited KU on
April 13, 2015 to discuss
procedures for this study. In
addition, he will be giving a
presentation on the NIH
funded research program on
Amish-Mennonite Bipolar
Disorder
Genetics
(AMBiGen) study of Anabaptist groups of Ohio and
Pennsylvania. Dr. McMahon
is a psychiatrist, trained at
Johns Hopkins School of

Medicine, who established a
new Genetic Unit within the
Intramural Research Program. He specializes in the
identification of genes that
contribute to the risk for
mood and anxiety disorders
for purposes of diagnosis
and treatment. Past whole
genomic sequencing studies
by AMBiGen have mapped
genes involved in lithium
metabolism associated with
bipolar disorders. These are
excellent candidate genes
because bipolar disorders
are treated with lithium
medication.
NIH plans to identify whole
genome sequences on a set
of de-identified DNA samples from volunteers who
have been participating in

the biological aging study in
Kansas Mennonites during
the last 36 years. The WGS
data from these volunteers
will primarily serve as a
source of “unscreened
control” allelic frequency
data for AMBiGen and contribute to the Anabaptist
Genome Reference Panel—a set of duos or trios
that will provide phased
haplotype information of
use to a number of ongoing
studies that seek to identify
otherwise rare alleles that
confer substantial risk for a
number of common disorders in individuals of Anabaptist ancestry. Genes
associated with early or
late biological aging phenotypes will be mapped using
these whole genomic sequences.
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Dennis O’Rourke Joins the University of
Kansas as New Foundation Professor
By: Amanda Kittoe

T

he Department of Anthropology
at the University of Kansas will
be welcoming Dr. Dennis O’Rourke as
Foundation Professor in the Spring of
2016. Dr. O’Rourke earned his PhD in
anthropology from KU in 1980, under
the direction of Dr. Michael Crawford
wherein he focused on the effects of
inbreeding on morphological traits in a
population of baboons. Afterwards, he
completed a Post-doctoral Fellowship at
Washington University School of Medicine’s Department of Psychiatry where
he focused on genetic risks of psychiatric
illness, including such disorders as manic
depression, schizophrenia and multiple
sclerosis. After completing his education,
Dr. O’Rourke earned a professorship in
the Department of Anthropology at the
University of Utah, where he earned
the Rufus Wood Leigh Lectureship
Award, the Robert L. Stigler, Jr. Lectureship Award and was named as a Fellow
of the American Association for the Advancement of Science.
Much of Dr. O’Rourke’s contribution to
anthropological genetics involves the use
of ancient DNA and the reconstruction
of the peopling of the Americas. Dr.
O’Rourke’s work in genetic analysis, in
conjunction with his research collaborators and colleagues, also extends to examining the Tule Elk bottleneck, population dynamics of Woolly Mammoths in
Pleistocene refugia, whaling and Caribou
skeletal isotope chemistry, the relationship between genetic diversity and morphological variations in baboons, and
primate lymphomas and inbreeding.
In addition to contributing to the field
through his own research, Dr. O’Rourke
has also served as president of the
American Association of Physical Anthropologists and American Association
of Anthropological Genetics, as well as
editor-in-chief of the journal Human
Biology.

Norberto Baldi and Dennis O’Rourke at the Symposium in honor of Dr. Crawford
at the AAPA meeting in St. Louis.

While at KU, Dr. O’Rourke hopes to
teach his favorite courses, including an
upper division course in Human Biology
and an advanced graduate course in
grant proposal writing that focuses on
the National Science Foundation (NSF)
model. Additionally, he plans on teaching a graduate seminar in ancient DNA
applications and analysis.
Dr. O’Rourke aspires to transfer his
current project on paleoepidemiology in
Europe as well as a project which is
currently under review, which is a collaborative proposal on population and
culture history in coastal western Alaska. If funded, this project will support
one post-doctoral student and one
graduate student.
One graduate student of Dr. O’Rourke,
Caroline Kisielinski, will be joining his
transfer to KU. Caroline is currently

finishing her Masters of Science at the
University of Utah and will finish prior to
coming to KU. Caroline’s specialty is
ancient DNA analysis, with a focus on
archaeobotanical material.
Dr. O’Rourke has worked alongside Dr.
Jennifer Raff, who will also be joining the
Department of Anthropology at KU this
Fall 2015. One of their salient publications, which contributes to the concentration in human migration the department at KU, is in Current Biology “The
Human Genetic History of the Americas:
The Final Frontier” (2010, vol. 20(4), pp.
R202-R207).
Dr. Dennis O’Rourke’s broad experience
and dedication to the field of biological
anthropology will make him an asset to
the faculty and students of the Department of Anthropology at the University
of Kansas.
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Mexican populations. These
research projects required
space that included a wet lab
space, a computer room and
office space for GRAs and
post docs. New laboratories were constructed in
Lippincott hall in 1999 and
the LBA was relocated to its
present facilities.
In 1988, Professor Crawford
accepted the editorship of
the international journal,
Human Biology, and the editorial office was relocated
from Wayne State University to the LBA. An editorial
team included the editor-inchief, editorial assistant and
copy editor (Mimi Braverman), and a graduate assistant. This editorial team solicited manuscripts for publications, sent out for peer
review more than 1200 man-

uscripts, accepted or rejected the submissions, copyedited and published these
articles. From 1990 to 2000,
all issues of the journal were
peer reviewed, printed and
released on time—6 issues/
year. After eleven years of
editing, Professor Crawford,
decided to get back to research and resigned as editor. He was succeeded by
Professor Dennis O’Rourke
from the University of Utah.
The editorial office was consequently moved to Salt Lake
City.

an assortment of complex,
quantitative traits such as genetics of voice acoustics,
schizophrenia-related phenotypes, prematurity in twins,
and hostility-related emotions,
attitudes and behaviors. However, as experimental evidence emerged indicating the
inflation of genetic components based on twin models
plus complications associated
with epigenetics, we refocused on the use of extended
families instead of twin comparisons for the dissection of
quantitative traits.

In 1987-90, a research improvement award was funded
by KU in order to establish
the Midwest Twin Register.
This award permitted the
examination of genetic/
environmental interaction for

These were the beginnings of
the LBA, but as you can see in
this issue, the LBA has continued to thrive in the following
25 years. This year we celebrate 40 years of LBA research.

The Garifuna: Consequences of War and
Forced Migration
By: Kristine Beaty

I

n July of 2015, Norberto Baldi and Kristine Beaty
returned to Honduras to work with the Garifuna. The Garifuna are an admixed people, the descendants of former slaves that admixed with native
Caribs and Europeans.
The first Garifuna arose
from this admixture on the island of St. Vincent. In
1797, some 2,500 Garifuna were forcibly removed
from the island and transported to Roátan. Shortly
after, many of these individuals moved to the Honduran mainland where the communities of Cristales and
Rio Negro were established. As the populations
grew, new communities emerged along the coast of
Central America. Today, there are fifty-four Garifuna
communities stretching from Belize to Nicaragua,
with an estimated 100,000 Garifuna.
(Continued on page 9)

House on the island of Roátan, Honduras.
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The LBA Welcomes Dr. Raff
By: Melody Ratliff

T

he LBA is excited to introduce our newest hire,
Dr. Jennifer Raff, who will be filling the Molecular Geneticist position as an Assistant Professor
starting in the 2015 fall semester.
Dr. Raff comes to KU from the
Un iversity of Tex as, Au st in
where she worked as a research
fellow.
Having earned a dual
Ph.D. in Anthropology and Genetics at Indiana University,
Bloomington in 2008, Dr. Raff
completed postdoctoral work at
the University of Utah in the Department of Anthropology and at
the Feinberg School of Medicine
,Northwestern University in Chicago, in the Division of Endocrinology, Metabolism, and Molecular Medicine. She has conducted
fieldwork in Point Barrow, Alaska
working on the Nuvuk Archaeological Project. From this fieldwork, she sampled and analyzed
the ancient DNA of peoples from
Alaska and the Aleutian Islands.
During her time as a research
fellow in Texas, Dr. Raff investigated the effects of European
contact on Native American populations, specifically those from
the North Slope of Alaska who

encountered outsiders in the 19 th
century. The goal of this research
was to gain an understanding of how
their experiences may have differed
from those of Indigenous peoples
elsewhere in the Americas , as well
as what experiences they may have
in common.
Here at KU, Dr. Raff plans to begin
a project that looks directly at
changes in the genetic diversity of a
protohistoric population in the Midwest as it experienced European
contact. She will also be continuing
her work of characterizing the genetic diversity of ancient inhabitants
of Texas and working on questions
concerning the earliest peopling of
the Americas. She will be taking the
role of teaching the introductory
course to biological anthropology,
as well as a few courses in her own
areas of specialization, including the
genetic prehistory of the Americas,
genetics and race. Dr. Raff also
plans to teach a laboratory methods
course in anthropological genetics
that has a focus for graduate students on next generation sequencing and genomics data analysis. In
addition to her research interests,
Dr. Raff dedicates a significant
amount of time to public outreach

Jennifer Raff will join KU as an assistant
professor in the Fall of 2015. Photo
from her blog. violentmetaphors.com.
and science literacy. Her science
blog (violentmetaphors.com), focuses on issues that affect both
scientists and members of the public, working to make science more
accessible to the general public.
She spoke on the importance of
public engagement in anthropological genetics at this year’s AAAG
education workshop. We want to
welcome Dr. Raff to The University
of Kansas.

What We’ve Been Up To
Amber Ables, M.A. student, joined
the department in 2013, and has been a
GTA for Fundamentals of Physical Anthropology and Human Varieties. Over
the last year, Amber has been assisting
on the Garifuna project. This spring,
she has received a Tinker Award to
study populations in the Caribbean, a
project that will take her to Nicaragua
this summer. She has also been working with fellow student Sarah Alden,
looking at papiometeric variation.

Sarah Alden, M.A. student, is the
head GTA for Fundamentals of Physical
Anthropology. Sarah has been working
on, a project that examines morphological and mtDNA variation in a population of baboons.
Kristine G. Beaty, Ph.D. student, is
working to examine the history and
movement of the Garifuna, completing
a second round of fieldwork on Roátan
in July of 2014. Preliminary findings of

this work was presented at the 2015,
AAPAs in St. Louis. In 2014, Kristine
instructed the Fundamentals of Physical Anthropology course and an Introduction to Anthropological Genetics
Course. She also acted as an instructor teaching Human Physiology Labs,
earning her the Michael S. Gaines
Award for Excellence in Teaching. This
semester, Kristine is a research assistant on the National Geographic project examining the history of the Al(Continued on page 17)
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The Human Migration Series (HMS)
2014-2015
Sponsored by the
Laboratory of
Biological
Anthropology, Dept.
of Anthropology &
The KU Commons

The Human Migration Series (HMS) provides a forum for presentations on the nature and consequences of ancient and contemporary patterns of human mobility.
The Series is designed to enable researchers, practitioners, and policy makers to engage in critical dialogues about biocultural, socioeconomic, political, historical and environmental issues impacting migration. Initiated by the Department of Anthropology's concentration in migration, the
series encourages the development of partnerships between KU researchers and others who
work on issues of human migration. The lecture series began in 2012, and through the combined efforts of multiple departments, continues to bring researchers from all parts of the world
to the University of Kansas.
For more information, please contact HMS Director, Bartholomew Dean (bdean@ku,edu) or
Co-director, Kiran Jayaram (mjkiran@ku.edu).
*Related Migration Series Events

SPRING 2015
All presentations are at noon in The Commons of Spooner Hall unless otherwise noted.
May 8
Prof. Dixie West (Anthropology, Kansas State University) “Human migrations in the Aleutians.”
th

-—

May 1st – Dr. Lourdes Munoz (Genetics and Molecular Biology, Instituto Politecnico Nacional, Mexico, DF) “Migration of pre-Hispanic and Contemporary Human Mexican Populations.” Noon, in 107 Smith Hall.
April 24 -- Prof. Tess M. Kulstad González, Visiting Assistant Professor
(Anthropology, Grinnell College) “Haitian behind the ears: Migration, race and
nation on the Haitian-Dominican border” [co-sponsored by the Department of
Anthropology and the Department of African and African-American Studies]
Noon, in the Jayhawk Room of the Kansas Union.
th

Norberto Baldi
presenting in the
Human Migration Series, April
2013. Photo
courtesy of The
Commons.

April 17 — Prof. Magalí Rabasa (Department of Spanish and Portuguese) "Movement in Print:
Bolivian Migrant Communities and Grassroots Publishing Networks"
th

April 10 — Dr. Sandra Olsen (Anthropology, Natural History Museum) "Variation in Mobility of
Pastoralists on the Eurasian Steppe”
th

April 3 — Dr. Norberto F. Baldi (Escuela de Biología, Escuela de Antropología, Universidad de
Costa Rica) "The Peopling of Ancestral Central America: Molecular Perspectives"
rd

Feb. 27th — Michael Sharma-Crawford, J.D. (The Clinic, Kansas City) “Legal Migration: Social
Forum Shopping.” Noon in the Smith Building, Room 107.
Feb. 13th — Dr. Kiran Jayaram (Postdoctoral Fellow, Faculté d'Ethnologie, Université d'Etat d'Haïti & Lecturer, Haitian Studies, KU) “What Labor Migrant Knowledge Reveals about Political
Economy”
LBA
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Jan. 23rd — Prof. Mariana Candido (Dept. of History) “African Women & the Quest for Land in 19th Century Angola & Brazil”

FALL 2014
Nov. 14th — Prof. Rafael Acosta (Dept. of Spanish & Portuguese) “Border apocalypse: the literary fantasies of our doom around a
border line.”
Oct. 31th — Prof. John Hoopes (Dept. of Anthropology) “Pre-Hispanic Migrations in Central America: What we think we know &
what we wish we knew.”
Oct. 10th — Dr. Peter Haney (Latin American & Caribbean Studies) “Central American Kids and Manufactured Crises in South
Texas: 1989 & 2014.”
Sept. 26th — Prof. Emeritus William Woods (Depts. of Geography & Anthropology) “Mississippian Period population movements
in the valley during the late prehistoric.” Noon in the Kansas Union, English Room (6th floor)
Sept. 25th — Prof. Dennis O'Rourke (Dept. of Anthropology, University of Utah) “A Genetic Prehistory of the Americas: Ancient
DNA Perspectives on Colonization & Population History.” 3:30-4:30 pm, reception to follow in the Kansas Union*
Sept. 12th — Prof. M. J. Mosher, (Dept. of Anthropology, Western Washington University) “Examining the role of epigenetics in
evolution through a migration model.”
Aug. 29th — Prof. Akiko Takeyama (Depts. of Anthropology and Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies) “Affect Economy of Human Trafficking: Vulnerability, Hope, & Risky Endeavor in Japan.”
Aug. 26th — Johnathan Katz (Journalist & Author) “The Moving Ground: Money and Migration After the Haiti Earthquake”
7:30-9:00p.m. in the Alderson Auditorium Kansas Union.

The LBA 40th Anniversary Lecture Series

T

his spring, the HMS has worked with the LBA to bring in researchers that work on topics of migration
through the use of genetic markers, to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the lab. These talks will be published in a special issue of the journal of Human Biology, with Dr. Crawford serving as a guest editor.
May 1st – Dr. Lourdes Munoz (Genetics and Molecular Biology, Instituto Politecnico Nacional, Mexico, DF)
“Migration of pre-Hispanic and Contemporary Human Mexican Populations.” Noon, in 107 Smith Hall.*
April 13th — Dr. Francis McMahon MD (Chief of Human Genetics Branch, NIMH) “Genetic Studies of Common,
Complex Disorders in Founder Populations.” Noon in the Centennial Room of the Kansas Union.*
April 6th — Dr. MJ Mosher (Assistant Professor, Western Washington University) “Can Epigenetic Mechanisms Illuminate Dietary Ancestry in Populations?” 2:00 pm in 633 Fraser Hall.*
April 3 — Dr. Norberto F. Baldi (Escuela de Biología, Escuela de Antropología, Universidad de Costa Rica) "The
Peopling of Ancestral Central America: Molecular Perspectives*
rd

March 30th — Dr. Phillip Melton (Centre for Genetic Origins of Health and Disease, University of Western Australia) “Mennonites on the Move: Understanding Anabaptist migration patterns through the application of univariate
genetic markers” 2:00 pm in 633 Fraser Hall.*
*Related Migration Series Events
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KU LBA Affiliates work on
Biological Anthropology in
Haiti
By: Kiran Jayaram

Anthropology at the Université d’Etat d’Haïti (UEH).
Baldi taught “Introduction to
Biological Anthropology”, in
which he covered the history of evolutionary theory,
the development of biological anthropology, forensic
anthropology, and primatology. Dr. Jayaram provided
interpretations of lectures in
Haitian Creaole, interpreted
student comments, along
with assisting in answering
questions, and grading students’ written assignments.

On the streets
of Haiti

“Baldi and
Jayaram worked to
establish a
foundation for a
future research
project on a
genetic history of
slavery in Haiti.”

LBA

NEWSLETTER

I

n January 2015, two
KU LBA affiliates spent
a few weeks working together in Haiti. Dr. Norberto Baldi travelled to teach
a course and to lay the
groundwork for a future
research project. Logistically and professionally, he
was supported by Dr. Kiran
Jayaram (IDG Project CoFacilitator, Postdoctoral
Fellow at the UEH, and
Lecturer in Haitian Studies
at KU).
Norberto Baldi journeyed
to take part in the WennerGren Institutional Development Grant (IDG) project,
a five-year endeavor to develop a doctoral program in

Professors have been traveling to Haiti to teach intensive courses in anthropology
since 2014, but Baldi’s short
course was the first offering
by a visiting scholar who did
not speak French or Haitian
Creole. To bridge the linguistic gap,
Dr. Kiran
Jayaram offered consecutive
interpretation into Haitian
Creole for UEH students.
Dr. Jayaram combined his
language expertise, entries
from the English-Haitian
Creole dictionary, and quick
vocabulary checks with students to provide real-time
interpretation of Dr. Baldi’s
PowerPoint presentation
and lecture. This collaborative teaching-interpreting
event yielded a significant list
of proposed scientific terms
in Haitian Creole, which
after being vetted for accuracy, may eventually find
their way into the Haitian-

English dictionaries and
Haitian textbooks.
Secondarily, Baldi and
Jayaram worked to establish a foundation for a future research project on a
genetic history of slavery in
Haiti. They traveled to a
hamlet outside Gonayiv,
Haiti to observe an annual
Vodou ceremony, where
they met with that community’s leaders to gauge interest in support for the
potential project.
As
Vodou ceremonies are
mostly at night, Baldi and
Jayaram sought out government sources of information and support at the
nearby town during the
day.
As Baldi earned his doctorate at the University of
Kansas and as Jayaram is
currently a Lecturer at KU,
the trip reinforced the connection between the Department of Anthropology
in Kansas (specifically the
LBA) and the primary public university in Haiti. Yet
as Dr. Baldi works at the
Universidad de Costa Rica,
this voyage marks the beginning of what will be a
more extensive southsouth network for anthropological research and
teaching. An exciting new
cooperative to say the
least.
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Drs. Oscar Efrain Sanchez Sura and Roberto Orellana
setting up for the clinic in Punta Gorda, Honduras.

P

This latest round of fieldwork
was a continuation of the project, “Consequences of War
and Forced Migration among
the Garifuna from St. Vincent
Island to Central America,” a
project partially funded through
a Cluster Award from Latin
American and Caribbean Studies and a General Research
Fund through the University of
Kansas. The Lab of Biological
Anthropology is collaborating
with Dr. Edwin Herrera-Paz of
the Universidad de Catolica,
Honduras, towards better understanding the origins and migration of the Garifuna people
through demographic and genetic data.

The first trip to Honduras took
part in Truijillo, on the Honduran coast, with the recruitment
of participants from the communities of Cristales, Rio Negro and Santa Fe. In July of
2014, a team that included
Norberto Baldi, Kristine Beaty,
and medical students from the
Universidad de Catolica, spent
several days recruiting Garifuna
from Puna Gorda. Over 300
participants have provided
DNA samples and demographic
information over the course of
these two field trips. Preliminary work on this project was
presented at the 2015 American Association of Physical Anthropologists meetings in St.
Louis, Missouri.

LBA Affiliates

rofessor Kiran Jayaram has been a collaborator with the LBA since 2013. As a part of the Wenner-Gren
Institutional Development Grant project with the Université d'Etat d'Haïti, he has facilitated visits by Haitian
scholars to the LBA and KU's Anthropology Department, and he co-taught (with LBA alumnus Dr. Norberto Baldi) a
short-course in Biological Anthropology for students in Haiti. Currently, he is the Co-Director of the Human Migration Series. He is a recipient of a 2015 Fulbright Scholar Award for work in Haiti, and he was invited to a National
Science Foundation Short Course in Advanced Research Methods (summer 2015). His work is on educational anthropology, migration, and political economy in Latin America and the Caribbean.
Selected Publications:
In press. Keywords of Mobility: a Critical Anthropological Engagement. Salazar, Noel and Kiran Jayaram, eds., New
York: Berghahn Books.
2014 Entre el estado, el mercado, y xenophobia: los haitianos universitarios en la República Dominicana. Estudios
Sociales, Número 155.
2013 Transnational Hispaniola: Towards New Paraigms in Haitian and Dominican Studies (with April Mayes, Yolanda
Martín, Carlos Decena, and Yveline Alexis).
Radical History Review 115:26-32.
2013 State, Market, Xenophobia: Making Haitian Educational Migrants in the Dominican Republic. In Lives in Motion:
Migration and Education in Global Perspective, Lesley Bartlett and Ameena Ghaffar-Kucher, eds. Pp. 22-37. New
York: Routledge.
2011 State Literacies and Inequalities: Managing Haitian Immigrants in the Dominican Republic (with Lesley Bartlett and
Gulin Bonhomme). International Journal of Educational Development 31(6):587-595.
(Continued on page 10)
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ver the past year Bartholomew Dean assisted in facilitating the launch of the Wenner-Gren
IDG Haiti anthropology program. Working in collaboration with colleagues in the LBA and the
Department of Anthropology, Dean mentored postdoctoral student Samuel Regulus, (Enseignantchercheur, Université d'état d'Haïti Port-au-Prince, Haïti) during his stay at KU between November and
December (2014). While Dr. Regulus was here at KU, Dean worked closely with him on the development of the political anthropology curriculum Drs. Dean and Jayaram will use during their postgraduate
instruction at the Université d’État d’Haïti this coming summer.
Throughout this time Prof. Dean has continued his duties as the Director de Antropología Museo Regional-Universidad Nacional de San Martín-Tarapoto, San Martín, Peru. Dean consulted with colleagues at
UNSM and the State regarding implementing Peru’s Ministry of Culture Registration and Cultural Patrimony Program for the University’s Regional Museum. With General Research Funding Support, Dean will
launch a program this summer dedicated to the study of post-traumatic stress associated with political
violence in the Peruvian Amazon (Huallaga Valley). In addition, he will be spearheading continued efforts
at documenting the anthropological genetics of the Upper Amazon in collaboration with the LBA, the
UNSM and Peruvian Health authorities.
Dean has been active as a Pro-Bono Consultant for The Clinic, a Non-profit Immigration Removal Defense
Clinic (Sharma-Crawford Attorneys At Law, LLC. 515 Avenida Cesar E Chavez Kansas City, MO). He has
been a Subject Matter Expert Witness on a number of Human Rights, Deportation & Political Asylum
cases. Dean’s Pro-Bono involvement in immigration cases with The Clinic has resulted in him being recently being named to the Advisory Board of The Clinic. Prof. Dean was also named Advisory Board Member
to the Coalition for Global Community Health (Iquitos Peru/ Kansas City: http://cgchealth.org/#about).
In addition, he continues his duties as Contributing Editor, “Ethnology of Lowland South America.”
Handbook of Latin American Studies. United States Library of Congress & University of Texas Press.
Dean was recently named an Editorial Board Member of the American Journal of Rural Development
and the International Journal of Modern Education Research.
Recent Publications and Presentations:
Book Chapter “South America: Western Amazonia Ethnology Section” Handbook of Latin American Studies. United States Library of Congress & University of Texas Press. (69):81-106, 2014 http://
utpress.utexas.edu/index.php/books/marh69
Book Chapter “Indigenous Education in Peruvian Amazonia” in Indigenous Education: Language, Culture and Identity. W. James Jacob, S. Y. Chin & M. Porter (eds.) Dordrecht, Netherlands: Springer. Pp. 429446. http://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-94-017-9355-1_1 http://link.springer.com/
book/10.1007/978-94-017-9355-1/page/2 [digital release Nov. 16, 2014, print copy published Jan. 2015]
Encyclopedia Entry “The M.S. Alfhelm Affair: The Circulation of Weapons, US Empire & the Cold War in
the Americas.” In Encyclopedia of Intelligence. Gregory Moore (ed.) Boca Raton: CRC Press/Taylor
and Francis Group. (2):587-591, 2014 http://www.crcpress.com/product/isbn/9781420089578
Review of Intimate Enemies: Violence and Reconciliation in Peru. Kimberly Theidon. Philadelphia: University
of Pennsylvania Press. In American Ethnologist. The Journal of the American Ethnological Society. 2014
41(1):202-203.
“Human-Trafficking in Ethnographic Perspective: Sequestration, Shadow Economies & Freedom in Peruvian Amazonia” 2014 6th Annual Interdisciplinary Conference on Human Trafficking, University of Nebraska-Lincoln, Oct. 10. http://humantrafficking.unl.edu/program.aspx?id=2014_10_03.htm
“Anthropology and Human Rights” Keynote speaker for the “Created Equal” Initiative supported by
the National Endowment for the Humanities, Gilder Institute, and the Independence Public Library, Feb
19, 2015
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A Trip to the Dominican Republic to Research
an Emerging African Disease
By: Randy David
Originating in Africa, the mosquito-borne alphavirus,
Chikungunya, has been responsible for a recent outbreak in the Caribbean. The first known case of
Chikungunya in the Americas occurred on the island of
Saint Martin, in December of 2013. Since then, symptoms of the disease, including persistent fever and polyarthralgia, have become commonplace throughout the
Caribbean, recently reaching as far north as southern
Florida. Chikungunya has become particularly common in Santo Domingo, the capital city of The Dominican Republic, where current LBA member Randy E.
David recently conducted preliminary field work as a
part of a new pilot study.
Awarded through the Center for Latin American and
Caribbean Studies of the University of Kansas, the
Tinker Foundation award provided funding to collect
and analyze data on the bicultural correlates involved
in Chikungunya transmission and severity. The award
allowed Randy to meet with government officials,
health agency directors, hospital physicians and university researchers so that an appropriate questionnaire
and interview paradigm for former patients could be
developed.. Approximately 50 former patients (~25
male, ~25 female) of Chikungunya in Hospital Padre
Billini, Zona Colonial, Santo Domingo were assessed.
The data was subsequently divided into three categories: demographics, health/general history, and epidemiology/symptomatology; from which further analysis
is currently underway.
Randy aims to combine genetic analysis with the demographic information that he collected in order to
determine if a possible candidate gene involved in
transmissibility and/or severity of infection is present,
and can be identified in infected individuals. Through
further understanding of the disease, researchers stand
to improve the education of vulnerable populations in
regards to how the spread of Chikungunya occurs, provide crucial resources and identify individuals who
may be at an increased risk.

On the streets of the Dominican Republic near the
Hospital Padre Billini, Santo Domingo.

From preliminary analyses it appears that there are indeed a number of factors, both biological and cultural,
that play a significant role in who ultimately becomes
infected and what their experience with the disease will
be. With his field work, Randy hopes to place KU at the
forefront of knowledge of this new disease and how to
prevent future outbreaks.

Recent Graduates News

From left: Rohina Rubicz, Geetha Chittoor, Kristin Young, Anne Justice,
and Chris Phillips Krawczak at the AAPAs St. Louis.

T

his section highlights the work
of LBA graduates over the last
10 years.
After finishing his degree at the University of Kansas, Norberto Baldi (Ph.D.
2013), went on to the Universidad de
Costa Rica where he is an assistant professor in the Departments of Biology
and Anthropology. Norberto has continued to research populations in Central America including the Rama, Huetar,
Guatuso, Chorotega, and the Guaymi ,
with a publication in Human Biology and
presentations at the American Association of Physical Anthropology meetings
in 2015. He is also working on the
mtDNA variation in raccoons in San
Jose, Costa Rica. These raccoons have
become problematic in an urban context, and he is using mtDNA variation to
understand the relatedness of the population in the hopes of finding better
ways to handle the exploding raccoon
population. In January and July of 2014,
he participated in fieldwork on the Honduran coast and on the island of Roátan,
examining the origin and expansion of
the Garifuna. In January, Norberto travelled to Haiti, where he taught an Introduction to Biological Anthropology
course as part of a Wenner-Gren Institutional Development grant to develop a
doctoral program in Anthropology at
the Université d’Etat d’Haïti. Norberto
has also received a National Geographic
grant to continue examining the history
of Central America, and will return to
Honduras over the next year.

Stephen Johnson (M.A. 2013) is
working towards his Ph.D. at Penn
State under the advisement of Dr.
George (PJ) Perry. By studying the
genomes of our parasites, Stephen is
working to better understand when
humans first began to eat meat and
cook their food. He presented his
work on Heat shock protein duplications
of human tapeworms to understand the
evolutionary effects that cooking had
on parasites at the AAPA meetings in
St. Louis this year.
Since graduating from the University of
Kansas, Jasem Theyab (Ph.D. 2013),
has been an assistant professor in the
Department of Sociology and Social
Work at Kuwait University. Jasem is
working towards developing a minor in
Anthropology and eventually a program
major. He published is work on STR
variation in the Central Region of Saudi
Arabia in the Journal of Forensic Research.
Christine Phillips Krawczak (Ph.D.
2012) completed a postdoctoral fellowship at the Mayo Clinic, Department of
Oncology, under the advisement of Dr.
Daniel Billadeau. There she worked to
identify the CCC (COMMD, CCDC22,
and CCDC93) complex and illustrated
its role regulating endosomal trafficking.
Her work has been published in the
Journal of Cell Science and Molecular Biology of the Cell.
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At the University of North CarolinaChapel Hill, Anne Justice (Ph.D. 2011)
has been working as a postdoctoral fellow in the Department of Epidemiology.
Anne has been working under Dr. Kari
North with the Genetic Investigation of
Anthropometric Traits (GIANT) consortium utilizing large-scale data sets to
identify loci that influence human body
shape and size. Over the last two years
Anne has had publications in Nature Genetics, two articles in Nature, in Nutrition,
in Metabolism and Cardiovascular Disease,
two articles in BMC Proceedings, and a
publication in Circulation. Because of this
work, Anne has received a Postdoctoral
Award for Research Excellence at UNC,
a Genetic Analysis Workshop (GAW)
travel award, and Cohorts for Heart and
Aging Research in Genomic (CHARGE)
Tiger award. Anne has also been active
as the chair of the American Association
of Anthropological Genetics Outreach
Committee.
Kristin Young (Ph.D. 2009) is a postdoctoral

fellow at the Carolina Population Center, at the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill. Kris has been working
under Penny Gordon-Larsen and Kari
North examining how genetic and environmental factors affect health disparities. Over the last two years, Kris has
published seven articles in Nutrition, Metabolism and Cardiovascular Diseases, Circulation, Circulation: Cardiovascular Genetics, Pediatric Obesity, BMC Proceedings, and
Health Education Research. Kris’s work
has earned her a NIH Loan Repayment
Award, a finalist as an Ethan Sims Young
Investigator for the Obesity Society in
2014, and she was selected as one of
five international researchers to present
at the Ethan Sims Young Investigator
Plenary Session. This year, Kris received
a KL2 Award, and is being promoted to
Research Assistant Professor in the Department of Epidemiology at UNC.
Geetha Chittoor (Ph.D. 2009) is currently a Postdoctoral Research Associate in the Department of Nutrition and
the University of North Carolina Nutri(Continued on page 16)
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Recent Publications and
Presentations by Current LBA
Students and past Graduates, 2013-15
Publications:
LBA contributors
are listed in bold,
with former
student’s of Dr.
Crawford in
“italics.”

Fagundes, N, A Tagliani-Ribeiro, R Rubicz, LT
Nichols, MH Crawford, FM Salzano, SL
Bonatto (2015) How strong was the bottleneck
associated to the peopling of the Americas?
New insights from multilocus sequence data.
American Journal of Physical Anthropology. In
Press.
Rubicz, RC and MH Crawford (2015) Molecular genetic evidence for the origins of North
American populations. In: Handbook of Arctic
Archaeology. Ed. O Mason and M Friesen. Oxford
University Press. In Press.
Crawford, MH (2015) Genetic structure and
its implications for genetic epidemiology: Aleu- Gwynne Carpenter, Kristine Beaty and Norberto
tian Island populations. In: Genome Mapping
Baldi at the AAPA meetings in St. Louis
and Genomics in Human and Non-Human Primates, Genome Mapping and Genomics in Animals5. eds. R. Duggirala, AG Comuzzie, S Wil- (Riyadh Province) of Saudi Arabia. Journal of
liams-Blangero and C Cole. Springer Verlag Life Forensic Research 6:1-5).
Sciences.

AJPA
Human Biology
Science
Journal of Forensic
Research
Biome
PLoS
AAPA

Raghavan, M, M DeGiorgio, A Albrechsen, I
Moltke, P Skoglund, TS Korneliussen, B Gronnow, M Appelt, HC Gullov, TM Friesen, W
Fitzhugh, H Malmstrom, S Rasmussen, J Olsen,
L Melchior, BT Fuller, SM Fahrni, T Stafford Jr.,
V Grimes, MAP Renouf, J Cybulski, N Lynnerup, MM Lahr, K Britton, R Knecht, J Arneborg,
M Metspalu, OE Cornejo, AS Malaspinas, Y
Wang, M Rasmussen, V Raghavan, TVO Hansen, E Khusnutdinova, T Pierre, K Dneprovsky,
C Andreasen, H Lange, MG Hayes, J Coltrain,
VA Spitsyn, A Gotherstrom, L Orlando, T Kivisild, R Villems, MH Crawford, FC Nielsen, J
Dissing, J Heinemeier, M Meldgaard, C Bustamante, DH O’Rourke, M Jakobsson, MTP Gilbert, R Nielsen, E Willerslev (2014) The genetic prehistory of the New World Arctic. Science
345(6200):1255832.
Osman, Ae, H Alsaf, GK Tay, J Theyab, M Mubasher, N Elatyeb-El Sheikh, H AlHarthi, MH
Crawford, G El Ghazali (2014) Autosomal
shorth tandem repeat (STR) variation based on
15 loci in a population from the Central Region
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Baldi NF, PE Melton, MH Crawford (2014) Effect
of recent historical events on migration and isonymic stratification among the Rama Amerindians
from Nicaragua. Human Biology 86(1):37-50.
Crawford, MH (2014) Question and Answers
about Anthropological Genetics. Biome (journal
published by Biomedical Central). February 17.
www.biomedcentral.com/biome/michaelcrawford-on-anthropological-genetics-dnafingerprints
Chittoor, G, R Arya, VS Farook, R David, R Zenteno-Cuevas, JC Lopez-Alvarenga, RA Bastarrachea, JE Curran, S Dhandavuthapani, L Gonzalez, S Puppala, RG Resendez, BE Rivera-Chavira, I
Leal-Berumen, J Blangero, MH Crawford, EM
Vlasich, LG Escobedo, R Duggirala (2013) Epidemiologic investigation of tuberculosis in a Mexican population from Chihuahua State, Mexico: a
pilot study. Tuberculosis 93(1): S71-S77.
(Continued

on page 14)
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Duggan, A, M Whitten, V Wiebe, MH Crawford, A Butthof,
V Spitsyn, S Makarov, I Novgorodov, V Osakovsky, B Pakendorf (2013) Investigating the prehistory of Tungusic peoples
of Siberia and the Amur-Ussuri region with complete
mtDNA sequences and Y-chomosal markers. PLoS 8(12):119.

Presentations:
84th Annual Meeting of the American Association of Physical
Anthropologists, St. Louis, MO, March 25-28th, 2015.
Miro Herrans, AT, JA Raff, RS Mahli, MH Cawford, M
Hayes, DA Bolnick (2015) Insights into Native North American admixture patterns from whole genome sequencing.
Poster presentation.
Ratliff, MD (2015) Correlations among morphoscopic traits
in peoples of the Pacific. Poster presentation.
Kittoe, AG (2015) Can sexual dimorphism be expressed
differently across human populations? Podium presentation.
Invited Presentations:
Crawford, MH. Settlement of the Aleutian Islands: Molecular Perspective. Presented at the Colloquium: Department of
Anthropology/Biology, University of Washington-Seattle.
June 9th, 2014.
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Crawford, MH. Origins and population structure of Aleut
populations. Colloquium: Department of Anthropology,
Western Washington University, Bellingham, Washington.
June 6th, 2014.
Crawford, MH. Causes and consequences of migration
and settlement of Aleutian Islands. Presented for the Lambda Alpha at Wichita State University. March 1st, 2014.
83st Annual Meeting of the American Association of Physical
Anthropologists, Calgary, Alberta, Canada, April 8-12, 2014.
Schanfield, MS, D Tiesma, T Diegoli, M Coble, MH Crawford (2014) Preliminary report on the anthropology of 15 X
STR loci. Podium presentation.
Baldi, NF, OM Graf, PE Melton, MH Crawford (2014) Evolutionary impact of recent historical events on the Rama Amerindian population from Nicaragua: evidence from molecular genetics and isonomy markers. Poster presentation.
Johnson, SM, LA Taraskaia-Nichols, MH Crawford (2014)
Phylogenetic resolution with mtDNA D-loop vs. HVS 1:
methodological approaches in anthropological genetics utilizing four Siberian populations. Poster presentation.
Crawford, MH, KG Beaty, C Krawczak, NT Boaz, RJ
Mitchell (2014) Genetic structure of island Carib populations. Podium presentation.

The Multi-generation Perspectives on Human Biology and Anthropological
Genetics: A Symposium in Honor of Michael H. Crawford.

A

t the American Association of Physical Anthropologists annual meetings in St. Louis, a special symposium was organized by Dennis O’Rourke and William
Leonard to honor over 40 years of work of Dr. Michael H.
Crawford. This symposium highlighted the influence Dr.
Crawford has had in the field of anthropological genetics
and human biology, and illustrates the wide reaching topics
and geographic distribution that he, his students, his academic grandchildren, and his collaborators have participated
in over the many years. Opening comments were provided
by John Relethford, who is an academic grandchild of Dr.
Crawford and has worked on several projects with Dr.
Crawford over the years. This symposium was held on
March 27th, 2015. Here is a list of the contributors and
their presentations:
1. Genetic boundaries of the Chibchan speaking populations
of Central America based on mitochondrial DNA control

region analysis. By: Baldi, NF, PE Melton, R Barrantes,
MH Crawford
2. Migration and Expansion: Maternal Markers of the
Garifuna. By: Beaty, KG, N F Baldi, EF Herrera Paz, C
Phillips-Krawczak, MG Carpenter, MH Crawford.
3. Maternal lineage of pre-Hispanic Mayans from the
archaeological sites “El Rey” and “Palenque.” Munoz,
ML, MII Ochoa-lugo, G Perez-ramirez, A Romanopacheco, E Ramos, A Martinez-meza.
4. Current developments in anthropological genetics of
the North American Arctic. By: Hayes,MG, J Tackney,
J Raff, M Rzhetskaya, DH O’Rourke.
(Continued on page 15)
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5. Paternal genetic
structure in contemporary Mennonite
communities from the
American Midwest.
By: Melton, PE. KG
Beaty, MJ Mosher,
MH Crawford.

Dr. Crawford’s first
student, Robert
Halberstein, with
current LBA
student Randy
David at the
symposium in St.
Louis.

6 . S E
A s i a n
parent/offspring trios
offer insight into sexspecific patterns of
DNA methylation at
the leptin core promoter. By: Mosher,
MJ and MS Schanfield.
7. Evidence for selection in human populations for black/dark brown hair color using
phenotype informative markers. By: Schanfield, MS, K Getings, D Podini.
8. Placenta-specific protein 1 (PLAC1): An
ancient and crucial element in placental
health and development and a potential
therapeutic target in uterine and ovarian
cancers. By: Devor, EJ, DA Sanillan, MK
Santillan, MJ Goodheart, KK Leslie.
9. Inconsistent inheritance of telomere
length (TL): is offspring TL more strongly
correlated with maternal or paternal TL? By:
Eisenberg, DTA.
10. From anthropological genetics to discovery of genes for complex diseases in human
populations: the transdisciplinary impact of
Professor Michael H. Crawford. By: Duggirala, , R Arya, S Puppala, JT Willams, VS
Farook, JE Curran, CP Jenkins, L Almasy,
MC Mahaney, AG Comuzzie, S WilliamsBlangero, DM Lehman, J Blangero.
11. Women who deliver twins are more
likely to smoke and have high frequencies of
specific SNPs: results from a sample of African-American women who delivered preterm, low birth weight babies. By: Huang,
H, KBH Clancy, Y Zhu, L Madrigal.
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12. Genetic variation in central obesity measures
and serum uric acid in American Indians. By:
Chittor, G, K Haack, S Laston, LG Bes, ET Lee, BV
Howard, JW MacCluer, JG Umans, SA Cole, VS
Voruganti.
13. Researching beyond Anthropological Genetics: Michael Crawford’s contribution to genetic
epidemiology. By: Comuzzie, AG and R Bastarrachea.
14. Identifying genetic associations with central
adiposity in Hispanic subgroups: the HCHS/SOL
study. By: Justice, AE, K Young, SM Gogarten, M
Graff, KE North, C Laurie, C Isassi, C Laurie.
15. The importance of multi-ethnic genetic studies: the population architecture using genomics
and epidemiology (PAGE) study. By: North, KE.
16. Health disparities in prostate cancer: tumor
epigenome profiling in African American vs. European American me. By: Rubica, R, IM Shui, S
Zhao, JL Wright, S Kolb, EA Ostrander, Z Feng,
JB Fan, JL Stanford.
17. Transethnic meta-analysis of exomic variation contributing to central adiposity. By: Young,
KL, AE Justice, HM Highland, M Graff, T Karaderi,
NL Heard-Costa, D Pasko, V Turcot, Y lu, L
Southam, LA Cupples, CT Liu, CS Fox, TW
Winkler, N Grarup, RA Scott, MM McCarthy, K
Mohlke, RJF Loos, I Borecki, C Lindgren, KE
North.
18. Body size and proportions among four indigenous Siberian populations: climatic and social
factors. By: Snodgrass, JJ, WR Leonard, LA
Tarskaia, TM Klimova, VI Fedorova, ME Baltakhinova, VG Krivoshapkin.
19. Applications of medicinal plants in the treatment of psychological disorders. By: Halberstein,
RA.
20. Spirited away: Coevolution with HepB/HepC
to explain the alcoholic flusher paradox. By: Ortega, RR and JC Stevenson.
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tion Research Institute, University of
North Carolina, Chapel Hill. Her research focuses on genetic and nutritional
epidemiology in Dr. Voruganti’s lab,
where she leads several projects including: 1) using a genome-wide association
approach to identify genetic variants
associated with serum/urinary uric acid
levels that predict chronic kidney and
cardiovascular disease risk in minority
populations; 2) understanding the effects
of interaction of genotypes and diet on
serum uric acid levels in these populations; and 3) assessing the genetic influence on vitamin D levels, pregnancy
outcomes, and different diets in nonhuman primates, the Vervet Monkeys. Geetha has published six journal
articles and a book chapter over the last
two years in Pediatric Obesity, Human
Heredity, BMC Proceedings, PLOS
One, and Springer.
Jay Sarthy (Ph.D. 2009) completed a
medical degree at Northwestern Center
Feinberg School of Medicine in 2013.
Since that time, Jay has been a resident
at Children’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas
City, specializing in pediatrics.
After completing his Ph.D. at KU in
2008, Philip Melton went to the Texas
Biomedical Research Institute as a postdoctoral researcher. In 2012, Phil be-
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came a senior lecturer at the Centre of
Genetic Origins of Health and Disease
at the University of Western Australia,
where he is head of statistical genetics. His work in applying multivariate
methods in order to better understand the various factors that contribute to complex disease has led to the
publication fifteen articles over the last
two years in journals such as Pregnancy
Hypertension, Human Biology, Genetic
Epidemiology, Epidemiology, and BMC
Genomics. Phil has received a NHMRC
Project Grants to study the prevalence,
phenotype and genotype of common
sleep disorders and the application of
whole-genome sequencing to identify
rare variants in schizophrenia. He has
also received a Royal Perth Hospital
MRF Research Grant to study microbiome diversity, nutritional status, and
gut dysbiosis in Amerindians. During
Phil's last trip to the U.S. he presented
work at the American Association of
Physical Anthropology meetings and
returned to KU to give a lecture as
part of the Human Migration Series and
a short workshop on the benefits and
challenges of working with whole genome and genome-wide data.
Mark Z. Kos (Ph.D. 2008) accepted a
position as Assistant Research Professor at the South Texas Diabetes and
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Obesity Institute (STDOI) at the University of Texas Health Science Center
in San Antonio. Mark’s work primarily
focuses on the genetics of alcoholism,
as part of the Collaborative Study on
the Genetics of Alcoholism (COGA),
and the genetics of schizophrenia and
othe psychiatric disorders under the
Neurobehavioral Family Study of Schizophrenia. In the last year, his work has
been published in Addiction Biology and
the American Journal of Medical Genetics.
In 2014, Rohina Rubicz (Ph.D. 2007),
began a position at the Division of Public Health Sciences at the Fred
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center,
in Seattle, Washington. Rohina is conducting health disparities research on
African-American men with prostate
cancer in a project titled, “Epigenome
and Transcriptome Profiling of Prostate
Tumor Tissue to Elucidate Health Disparities,” supported through an NIH
SPORE pilot grant. Rohina also continues to work on questions regarding the
peopling of the Americas, work that is
being published in the American Journal
of Physical Anthropology, and an upcoming book chapter in the Handbook of
Arctic Archaeology.

The LBA family at the Multi-generational Perspectives on Human Biology and Anthropological Genetics Symposium in
honor of Michael H. Crawford, in St. Louis, Missouri.

euts using genome-wide markers. She has also received a
Terri Knoll Johnson Memorial Award, an award that honors
outstanding student mothers.
Gwynne Carpenter, B.A. Student, has been a lab assistant
on the Garifuna project with Kristine Beaty, and was a coauthor on a poster presented at the AAPAs in St. Louis.
Gwynne has begun a project looking at mtDNA variation in
individuals of Russian ancestry from the Aleutian Islands and
Kamchatka. She will graduate in May of this year with a degree in human biology.
Randy E. David, Ph.D. student, received a Tinker Foundation Grant through Latin American and Caribbean studies

to travel to the Dominican Republic and lay the groundwork for a study on Chikungunya in the region. Towards
this work, Randy has also received a Caroll D. Clark
Award. Randy has been a Graduate Teaching Assistant for
Human/Mammalian Physiology Labs, during the 2013-2014
school year. This academic year, Randy has been a GTA for
the Fundamentals of Physical Anthropology course, a position that he will continue in the next academic year.
Delisa Phillips, Ph.D. student, has been working on a project to better understand methylation patterns in Crohne's
patients. Delisa has spent the last two years as a Graduate
Teaching Assistant in Molecular Biosciences for Human
Anatomy Labs.

The LBA Welcomes Two New Members

I

n the Fall of 2014, the LBA welcomed two new Ph.D.
students, Melody Ratliff and Amanda Kittoe.

Melody Ratliff hails from Sevierville, TN. She attended
the University of Tennessee where she received her B.A. in Anthropology.
While
working on her B.A.,
Melody conducted research at the Forensic
Anthropology Center
collecting skeletal remains to better understand the mechanisms
of natural decomposition and catalogued new
donor placements that
were to be used in the
William M. Bass Donated Skeletal Collection.
Melody then went on to
complete her Master’s
degree at the University of Montana in Forensic Anthropology. Her Master’s thesis analyzed the frequencies of
morphoscopic trait expression on the skull, particularly
within individuals from Island Southeast Asia, Melanesia,
and Polynesia. In unison with her thesis Melody participated in a summer internship at JPAC (Joint POW/MIA
Accounting Command) on Hickam Air Force Base in Hawaii, where she worked with Dr. Joe Hefner to standardize her morphoscopic assessments using the Osteoware
program. Melody presented some of this work at the
AAPAs in St. Louis this year. Since her admittance at the

University of Kansas she has worked as a tutor for student athletes in anthropology and biology as well as secured a GTA position for the Molecular Biosciences Division Human/Mammalian Physiology labs. Most recently she
was awarded a GTA positon within the anthropology department for the Intro to physical anthropology course
this coming year.
Amanda Kittoe is joining Lab of Biological Anthropology from Ohio, where
she attended Western
Reserve University for a
B.A. in Anthropology and
Psychology. Amanda continued her education at
Louisiana State University
where she completed a
Masters degree in Forensic Anthropology defending a thesis entitled
“Human biological diversity: Variation in sexual
dimorphism of the skull
between
AfricanAmericans and European-Americans." She presented some of this work in a podium presentation at the
American Association of Physical Anthropologists meetings in St. Louis, Missouri. Amanda is furthering her interest in human variation and ancestry at KU, now working
on a dissertation comparing genetic and linguistic data
regarding the origins of Turkic populations. Since joining
the LBA, Amanda has worked as a Graduate Teaching
Assistant in Molecular Biosciences, teaching Human/Mammalian Physiology labs.
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Khachapuri
Georgian home-style cheese bread pie
Since the LBA began, it has included
students and researchers from all
over the world and
of various backgrounds. Because
of this, the LBA has
had a long tradition
of producing wonderful and memorable dishes at our
annual potluck. We would
like to share these
recipes with you.

Ingredients:
Dough:
1 ¾ c. all-purpose flour, plus more for dusting
3 T. olive oil or sunflower oil
¾ c. plain low-fat yogurt
1 T cornstarch
¼ t. baking soda
¼ t. salt
Filling:
½ c. feta (2 ounces) (preferably Bulgarian) or ¼ c. crumbled Roquefort
4 ounces fresh, unsalted mozzarella (1 c. grated) or any dry farmer cheese
3 T. beaten egg (1 small egg)
Directions:

This recipe was
submitted by Dennis O’Rourke.

In a medium bowl, use a wooden spoon blend 3 T. of flour with oil. Add the yogurt, mixing thoroughly; then gradually stir in 1 c. of flour. In a small bowl, mix together the cornstarch, baking soda and salt;
stir in the final ½ c. flour. Add this mixture to the larger bowl to form a soft, but not sticky, dough.
Lightly dust the dough with flour, cover, and set aside in a warm place to rest for 2 hours.
If using feta, soak it in water 10 minutes, then drain well and crumble. In a medium bowl, mix the feta
(or Roquefort) and mozzarella with the beaten egg, blending well. Shape into 2 even balls. Set aside
until ready to use.
Divide dough into 2 portions and roll into balls. Keep one ball covered, while shaping the other. On a
floured surface, flatten the ball of dough into a 7 inch round. Generously dust with flour, gently rotate,
and pull the edges of the dough into an even 10 inch circle, about ¼ inch thick. Be careful not to tear
the dough.
Flatten one ball of the cheese mixture into a 5 inch circle in the center of the dough. Gently pull the
edge of the dough up over the filling, pleating and pinching to seal. Pat into a 7 inch round. Repeat
with the second ball of dough and cheese.
Heat two 8 or 9 inch well-seasoned or non-stick skillets over low heat for 2 minutes. Lightly film the
skillets with some of the melted butter and slide each of the breads, seam side up, onto the skillets.
Cover each and cook over very low heat, shaking the skillets often, until the underside of each is deep
golden brown, about 12 minutes.
Uncover and flip the breads; cover and continue cooking over very low heat, shaking the skillets from
time to time, until the bottom is deep golden brown, about 12 minutes. Lightly brush the tops with
butter, slide the breads onto a wooden board, and let stand 5 minutes. Cut into wedges; serve warm.
Note: to grate mozzarella easily; chill in the freezer about 20 minutes.
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The LBA was founded in 1975 as a research center of the Graduate School and the Research Sector of the University of Kansas. Since its inception, the LBA has focused on supporting graduate
students in Anthropology and Genetics. The LBA
has hosted the Midwest Twin Register, the Editorial Office of the journal, Human Biology, and has
resulted in more than 300 publications, 34 PhDs
and 24 MAs. The LBA Newsletter was started as a
means to inform its members, affiliates, and scientific community of its on-going research results
and objectives.
“No drones will be tolerated in this hive of industry”

Facebook!
We are on the Web
http://www2.ku.edu/~lba/
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